EPIPHANY 2 : 1 COR 1: 3-9, JOHN 1: 35-42

The Gospel of John tells the story of how Jesus called the disciples in a slightly different way compared to the other Gospels.
The way John tells it, the disciples were there when John the Baptist baptised Jesus.  It is John the Baptist who told two of the future disciples that Jesus is the lamb of God, the one who will take away the sin of the world.  So, Andrew and his friend followed Jesus.
And then Andrew went to fetch his brother Simon.  And when Jesus met Simon, he said, I’m going to call you Peter, which is a Greek name meaning rock.  Or Cephas from the Aramaic word for rock.
So, no mention at this stage of fishing nets or fishing boats.  Instead, we have a story that focusses first on the way in which Andrew and his friend were drawn to Jesus, on how Andrew went to fetch his brother Simon and then Jesus, apparently taking one look at Simon and declaring him to be a rock.
I wonder how Simon felt about that.  Did he think he was a rock?  How comfortable did he feel with his new name?
Simon Peter went on to play a major role in the Gospel story.  He was often the one who spoke up, sometimes even challenging what Jesus was saying.  When Jesus said he was going to wash the feet of his disciples, Peter said we should be washing your feet!  Jesus had to put him straight.
All through the Gospel story right up to the arrest of Jesus, his crucifixion and even his resurrection, Peter is the one who seems to be the most emotionally committed, while also being the one who blurts out the stupidest things. and 
And Jesus called him’ the rock’!  Is that really appropriate?
When we get into the Acts of the Apostles, after Jesus has ascended into heaven, we see a different Simon Peter.  Now, filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter is still the one with the big mouth, but now he speaks with confidence and clarity and courage.
It is at this point that Peter really does turn out to be a Peter, a rock.
Not everybody here is Peter.  But everybody here is called.
We are called to do different things.
One of the most important things that Andrew did, maybe the most important thing, was to go and fetch his brother.
For many of us, the most significant thing we will ever do in God’s service is to go and fetch somebody else.
When Simon was called, Jesus called him Peter, the rock.  Only he wasn’t a rock then.  He was going to be a rock later, when he was filled with the Holy Spirit.  He went through a transformational process.  He became the person he had been called to be.
I think it’s the same way with all of us.  When God calls us, none of us are up to the role that God is calling us to do.
But that’s OK, because God is still with us after we are called.  That has always been the understanding of the church.
Just look at the way Paul starts his letter to the Christians who have been called to follow Jesus in Corinth.  Later on in the letter, Paul says some pretty harsh things to the Christians in Corinth, things they need to hear.
But the opening of his letter is full of love; he says he is always thanking God for them.
And then he reminds them of a really important thing.  He reminds them that they have been enriched and strengthened by God’s Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is going to continue to enrich them and strengthen them.  So that, as time passes, they will become both wiser and stronger.
Paul is saying: Things they find difficult now, they will soon be able to do.
So what does this mean for us?  
God is calling us.  Not to do the things that we are already doing.  But, rather, to do things that we are not yet doing, and are not yet strong enough to do.
And as he calls us, he is asking us to trust him to give us the wisdom and the strength we are going to need to do the things he calls us to do.
So what are you called to do?  What is the call God is making on your life which may seem beyond your capacity and strength now.  Can we imagine God giving us the strength to do these things?  Can we step forward in faith?
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